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Programme Note

This work makes use of data from the University of Birmingham’s MEMBRA project, which explores the
ways in which epigenetic ‘memory’ may allow trees to ‘learn’ and retain adaptation strategies in response to
stresses such as climatic warming or increased carbon dioxide, and even pass them on to their offspring. Data
from the project is used to generate musical material through the process of sonificarion. This idea of (perhaps
imperfect) memory struck me as somehow very musical, and in the piece various small and large scale bits of
music come back in strangely altered or adapted forms.

Duration: ca. 9’ 32”

Performance Notes

1. Electronics and Amplification

The electronics part is available from the composer in the form of an audio file in stereo format, with multichannel
versions available on request. In concert this may be cued by a technician or one of the ensemble. Care should be taken
to balance the electronics with the quartet, which should remain slightly ‘on top’ of the mix for the most part. It may be
helpful to amplify the quartet in some situations in order to improve audibility and overall blend.

Rhythmic ynchronisation is achieved via audible cues in the part which indicate the pervasive sense of pulse. Alignment
should thus be precise, with the exception of section B, where it can be slightly approximate. In section B, possible
realignment or check points are indicated as arrows. Special care should be taken to align again upon hearing the cue at
m.139 so as to be precisely in sync at Rehearsal B. A slower version of the track is provided for rehearsal purposes.

Alternatively, a version with click track on a third channel is provided for synchronisation. This can be used for rehearsal
only or in performance using in ear monitors, providing it is not audible to the audience.

2. Performance Style

In general a very idiomatic string sound is suggested, rather than something too homogenous. I recommend using open
strings where possible and convenient (i.e. especially open Ds in the fast rhythmic figures). This should hopefully aid
with playability as well. Minimal vibrato is suggested, and in particular the cello lines at rehearsal B a fairly clean viol
like sound is recommended. Harmonic trills can be relatively indistinct and fuzzy, i.e. focus more on a timbral/textural
effect than clear pitches.

Scott Wilson
w:  http://scottwilson.ca
e: i@scottwilson.ca

t:  +44 (0) 796 213 8022
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